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SUBJECT: CUBAN ATHLETE GRANTED POLITICAL ASYLUM BY CHILEAN EMBASSY 

X. 23 YEAR OLD CUBAN TENNIS STAR ALEIDA SPEK SOUGHT AND WAS 
PROMPTLY GRANTED POLITICAL ASYLUM IN CHILEAN EMBASSY DURING LATE 
EVENING OF MARCH 8. EVENT GIVEN PROMINENT LOCAL MEDIA COVERAGE 
FOLLOWING DAY. ACCORDING TO PRESS, MISS SPEK, WHO HAD JUST 
FINISHED WINNING FIRST, SECOND AND THIRD PLACE MEDALS AT THE 
XII CENTRAL AMERICAN AND CARIBBEAN GAMES, SAID SHE WAS NOT A 
COMMUNIST AND NO LONGER WANTED TO LIVE UNDER THE COMMUNIST 
SYSTEM IMPOSED BY FIDEL CASTRO. CHILEAN CHARGE D' AFFAIRES 
HAS REQUESTED SAFE CONDUCT FOR THE TENNIS STAR FROM DOMINICAN 
FOREIGN SECRETARIAT WHICH REPORTEDLY WILL CONSIDER CASE TODAY 
(MARCH 1 1). AP DESPATCH FROM SANTIAGO RECEIVED HERE MORNING OF 
MARCH 9 INDICATED THAT CHILEAN GOVERNMENT MOVED QUICKLY TO 
GRANT ASYLUM. ALACRITY OF CHILEAN RESPONSE HAS GIVEN RISE TO 
LOCAL SPECULATION THAT DEFECTION WAS NOT TOTALLY UNEXPECTED. 

2. MISS SPEK'S DEFECTION CAME ON HEELS OF RUMORS IN SANTO 
DOMINGO DURING PAST WEEK OF OTHER CUBAN ATHLETES ALLEGEDLY 
THINKING OF SEEKING ASYLUM DURING THE TWELFTH GAMES. THERE 
HAS, HOWEVER, BEEN NO OTHER DEFECTION TO DATE. 
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3. THE PRESIDENT OF THE CUBAN OLYMPIC COMMITTEE, MANUEL 
GONZALEZ GUERRA, WHO IS HERE WITH THE CUBAN TEAM, CALLED SPEK 
A "TRAITOR" AND ALLEGED THAT "US IMPERIALISM" WAS BEHIND 

HER ACTION. HE DID NOT ELUCIDATE ON THIS ALLEGATION, HOWEVER. 

4. COMMENT: MISS SPEK'S DEFECTION HAS REPORTEDLY CAUSED 
CONSIDERABLE CONSTERNATION AMONG LEADERS OF CUBAN DELEGATION 
WHO HAVE BEEN MAINTAINING TIGHT SECURITY MEASURES WITH 
RESPECT TO MEMBERS OF CUBAN TEAM. 

HURWITCH 
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